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Feminist declaration on 8th March 1989 in Algiers


Since independence, the Algerian people have been treated as political minors. Algerian society being considered unready for democracy, decisions have been made in the name of the people but without consulting them. Women, who constitute more than half of this supposedly immature people, are considered as "sub-minors", as their status as life-long minors has been institutionalised and enshrined in law by the Family Code adopted by the Popular National Assembly in 1984.

Successive governments since 1962 have tried to impose laws codifying family relations. Each time, women have mobilised against the adoption of a law of personal status or of a Family Code: in 1966, 1973, 1976, 1979 and 1981.

Despite the mobilisation of women against the will of those who make laws to legalise the subordination of Algerian women and to deny them their rights of citizenship, the PNA has adopted a law institutionalising a Family Code and thus legitimating the oppression of women and the interference of the state in private lives.

The events of October constituted a powerful demonstration of the Algerian people's refusal of such political paternalism. The Algerian people rose up through its youth to reclaim its dignity and sovereignty.

The Algerian people, both women and men, gave their blood to win independence:- bullets and bombs were not sexually prejudiced and did not discriminate between the sexes. Did women like Hassiba Ben Bouali, Maaa Gaid, the Bouattoura sisters and so many others give their lives to win second class citizenship for Algerian women? NO! They fought and died for dignity, justice and complete equality without any discrimination.

Today, on the 8th March 1989, what does the legislature have in store for Algerian women? Article 28 of the Algerian Constitution stipulates that "all citizens are equal before the law, regardless of birth, race, sex, belief or any other personal or social condition or circumstance. Article 30 of the same constitution stipulates that "the goal of institutions is the equality in rights and duties of all citizens, men and women, in removing obstacles which hamper the full development of the human being and which prevent the full participation of all in political, economic, social and cultural life." Nonetheless, the Family Code which exacerbates and formalises the oppression of Algerian women and which institutionalises discrimination on the basis of sex remains in force.

It was the PNA which, in 1984, enshrined discrimination and intolerance within the Family Code.

It was the PNA which, in 1984, adopted the Family Code, the legal obstacle which hampers the full development of the human beings who are Algerian women.

Again, it was the PNA which, in 1989, tried to legislate for the exclusion of half the Algerian population from sports and thereby to render them physically powerless!

We, gathered on the 8th March 1989 at the Central University of Algiers, declare that democracy, which presupposes the equality of all individuals, men and women in all their rights and duties, cannot exist without the recognition and guarantee of the rights of half of society - those of women.

We declare that without recognition of Algerian women's full citizenship and of men and women's equality before the law, democracy and the constitutional state will remain mere crude slogans rather than realities.

We declare that the Family Code stands in absolute opposition to our aspirations for justice, equality and democracy: that it constitutes the primary obstacle to the full development of the Algerian woman and of the society as a whole.

We demand:

The repeal of the Family Code.

Civil laws which will guarantee Algerian women: - 

the unconditional right to work 

the same age of majority as men

equality before the law in matters of divorce

the abolition of polygamy

equal rights of inheritance

adequate protection for abandoned children.

[Declaration adopted by the participants at the meeting on 8th March 1989 at the Central University of Algiers, called by the Association For Equality Before the Law Between Women and Men]
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