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Model resolution on religious schools

This .... welcomes the emergence of such groups as Women Against Fundamentalism which seek to challenge the current rise of fundamentalism across religions. We recognise that the control of women's minds and bodies is at the heart of all fundamentalist agendas. We reject the stereotyped assumption that minorities in this country are internally homogeneous groups, without any conflicts based on sex or class. Therefore we reject the claims of male community leaders to speak for women.

We recognise that many people in this country, Black and White, regard their religion as a source of strength. Freedom of religious worship is a criterion of democracy and should be guaranteed. But we reject the view that the right to a state-subsidised religious education is any solution to the problem of racism. We believe that a secular state and school system is a pre-condition for a plurist and non-racist society.

Further, we believe that the emphasis on separate religious schooling for girls is based on a narrow view of them as simply future wives and mothers. this denies them the same right of autonomy and choice given to boys and is contrary to equal opportunities.

Therefore we call for: 

1. The withdrawal of the right granted under the 1944 Education Act for religious schools to claim voluntary-aided status, and the phasing out of subsidies to such schools. 

2. The withdrawal of the clauses in the 1988 Education Reform Act which refer to the "mainly Christian" tradition in this country and enforce Christian collective worship on all county schools. 

3.  The development of an anti-racist, rather than a multicultural education policy which will recognise the different histories and cultures of all the people in this country, including those of the white population, and the inequalities of power that exist between and within them.


Footnote - An anti-racist policy should not be of the kind criticised in the Burnage Report as "moral symbolic anti-racism ", which isolates people, both black and white, from each other and fosters cultural separatism. It should rather appeal to the potential in all of us to work towards the creation of an egalitarian, non racist society.
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