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Rabia Janjua Must Stay Campaign 

Statement by WAF, 29 August 1990

On the 8th August 1990, Rabia Janjua was granted by the Home Office "exceptional leave to remain in the United Kingdom until 8th August 1991. She will be able to apply for an extension of her leave to remain after that.

Rabia is a 27 year old Asian woman with two young children. Earlier this year, she was under the threat of removal to Pakistan where she faced a charge of Zina (unlawful sex). The charge carries a likely sentence of 10 years imprisonment and public flogging. Rabia escaped to this country with her husband who then subjected her to severe violence. She eventually left him, but immediately faced the prospect of removal to Pakistan. A campaign was launched in March 1990 to prevent Rabia and her children from being removed.

The campaign would like to thank everyone, particularly members of the public and the press who supported her in her fight against the unjust and discriminatory immigration laws of this country, and the degrading and inhuman Zina laws of Pakistan. Without their support, the outcome to Rabia's case would have been entirely different.

However, we cannot claim the Home Office decision as a major change in current immigration policies. In refusing Rabia's application for refugee status, the government has shown once again its intransigence on the question of refugees. It is still failing to give recognition to many legitimate applicants who are in fear of persecution if returned to the harsh regimes from which they are seeking sanctuary. This seems to be the case especially for women like Rabia who are escaping persecution on the basis of their gender.

Moreover, there are many women like Rabia, whose cases are simply not heard. Immigration rules stipulate that if their marriage breaks down within the first year, upon their entry into this country to join their husbands, they are liable to deportation because the basis of their entry to this country is no longer considered to be in existence. For their husbands, this "one year rule" becomes a useful weapon with which to control and discipline them. If they leave violent homes, they face deportation. Women and children are thus trapped and their lives are put at risk. One such case is that of Lai Ying and her two year old child who are under threat of deportation to Hong Kong. Her crime? She left a violent husband within the first year of her marriage.

The campaign urges supporters to help end the racist immigration laws including the notorious "one year rule" which places women like Lai Ying in "no-win" situations.
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