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In defence of Salman Rushdie

14 February 1992 marks the third anniversary of the fatwa issued against Salman Rushdie following the publication of The Satanic Verses and the following is a contribution to the debate around the complex issues of free speech raised by it.

WAF was founded in the same year as the fatwa against Salman Rushdie, in response to, amongst other things, the rise in fundamentalism which occurred here in Britain as a result.

We see the fatwa as more of a political than religious act, which had the effect of rallying Muslims around a conservative agenda in other parts of the world.

We totally support Rushdie's right to publish his book, and his right to doubt.

We oppose any extension of the blasphemy law, and call for its abolition, together with a complete separation of Church and State.

We see fundamentalism as a political movement which uses religion to boost its credibility, and to override democratic and human rights considerations.

At the heart of its agenda is control of women's minds and bodies and we oppose any move to curtail women's rights whether it be in the name of Islam, Christianity, Judaism or any other religion.

We express solidarity with all others suffering human rights abuses throughout the world - especially with women who, like Rushdie, are denied control of their destiny by religious laws and made to remain under cover.

(WAF press statement)

We call on the international community to strengthen its commitments to human rights, and ensure that they are not waived in the name of religion.
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